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This week we have come together to build
a better world and a better future for our chil-
dren. Students of the Americas will recognize
this as an old dream. In the 1820’s, at the dawn
of freedom for the new Latin American repub-
lics, Simón Bolivar dreamed the Americas could
be the greatest region on Earth, I quote, ‘‘not
so much by virtue of her area and wealth, but
by her freedom and her glory.’’ Now, some 170
years later, Bolivar’s dream for the Americas
is becoming a reality. The people represented
here are free, we are friends, and we are com-
mitted to creating the best century in our his-
tory. We can become true partners for pros-
perity, and we can begin this week.

Our goals for the summit are clear: We want
to extend free trade from Alaska to Argentina,
we want to strengthen our democracies, and we
want to improve the quality of life for all our
people. It is clear that these goals are bound

together. If we grow more prosperous through
trade, we will strengthen our democracies and
our friendship. If we confront our common
problems, the common threats to democracy,
in a spirit of genuine partnership, we will in-
crease our chances at prosperity. And if together
we can confront our common challenges in the
environment, in health, and education to provide
for long-term sustainable development, both our
prosperity and our freedom will be secure.

A partnership for prosperity, stronger democ-
racies, improving our people’s quality of life,
these are the opportunities that lie before us.
So, my fellow citizens of the Americas, let us
make the most of them.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8 p.m. at the Bilt-
more Hotel Country Club.

Statement on the Resignation of Joycelyn Elders as Surgeon General
December 9, 1994

Dr. Joycelyn Elders is a physician of out-
standing ability, energy, and commitment. As
a pediatrician, she dedicated her life to improv-
ing the health of children. As Surgeon General,
she worked tirelessly to reduce teen pregnancy
and AIDS and to improve the health of all
Americans, especially our children.

Dr. Elders’ public statements reflecting dif-
ferences with administration policy and my own

convictions have made it necessary for her to
tender her resignation.

Those statements in no way diminish her de-
votion to her work and the enormous positive
impact she has had on the problems she tackled
and the people she served.

I will always be grateful for her service.

The President’s Radio Address
December 10, 1994

Good morning. Earlier this week, I signed
the GATT agreement, the most far-reaching
international trade pact in our history. And this
weekend in Miami, we in the United States
are hosting the Summit of the Americas, where
the leaders of 34 countries have gathered to
promote trade in our own hemisphere.

This Summit of the Americas and GATT and
everything we’ve done to expand international
trade is really about opening up foreign markets

to America’s goods and services, so that we can
create high-wage jobs and new opportunities for
our people here at home.

But despite all the progress we’ve made—
despite the fact that we have over 5 million
new jobs in the last 22 months, the biggest
expansion of trade in history, we’ve had more
new construction jobs this year than in the last
9 years combined, and we’ve had a year of man-
ufacturing job growth for the first time in a
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